Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation - 2022 Quarterly
Newsletter
What a Year!!!
Greetings Cubs, Alumni and Foundation Supporters,

What another fun year the Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation has had. To recap, here are
a few of our most favorite and memorable highlights of the year...
We had another successful year of classroom grants and awarded $22,045.74
Awarded over $70,000+ in scholarships to graduating seniors
Adopted our new logo that both honors our two, founding groups and celebrates our vision of
impact for the future
Relaunched our newsletter and continue to look for ways to stay connected to our fellow
Cubs
Helped partner with Leadership Skagit - Team Generation Skagit, who raised $25,000+ that will
help to eventually build a covered recreation area at State Street High School
Secured a grant that allowed the SWSD to purchase books for their summer school program
that allowed each participating student to pick out two books or journals
Held our first in-person meeting since 2020 with a great turnout of 14 of our Board Directors in
attendance
And arguably one of the most memorable memories for the Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools
Foundation this year was when Lola Ellestad, one of the original 3 members to start the
scholarship program, was able to present at the 2022 Senior Awards Night Ceremony.
Not only was Lola able to share a little history but for the first time ever she was able to present
the scholarship that was named after her...80 years after she graduated with the SWHS - Class of
1942!
Since the inception of the scholarship program, we have been able to help award over $440,000 in
scholarship awards to local students.
As always, to share future announcements or information to be included in an upcoming edition of
the newsletter, please e-mail us at: info.swasf@gmail.com. We hope to hear from you! Go Cubs!

Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation Facebook Page

CLASSROOM GRANTS

Our 2nd Round Grant Recipients for the 2021-2022 School Year received over $11,620.32 in grants!
Grant projects included: Laptops for Journalists, Book Purchases at CMS, Mentor Text Books,
STEAM Learning, Phonics for Reading, Increasing Engagement through Sensory Resources,
Mechanics of Science, ELS Learning Fun, First Grade Scientists, Classroom Easel Chart, Book
Purchases at Samish.
Total grants awarded in the 2021-2022 school year was $22,045.74!!!

To date, the Sedro-Woolley Alumni and Schools Foundation has awarded over $400,000+ in
Classroom Grants!
A link to a lifetime list of our grants can be found here: SWASF Classroom Grant Awards

SCHOLARSHIPS

The Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation is excited to officially announce our 2022
Scholarship Recipients. In 2022, we helped to award $71,000 in scholarships to some incredible
students!
Funds to help make these scholarships possible were provided by many wonderful and giving
families and groups within our community and through our organizations fundraising efforts. We
are so grateful to our community for their support. Please join us in congratulating and celebrating
these amazing SWHS Cubs!
2022 Scholarship Recipients
Ola Harang Scholarship - Natally Celeya-Martinez
Judy Bingham Jones Scholarship - Emily Chevez
Robert Benham Scholarship - Madison Nasin
Shelby & Ruby Talbert Scholarship - Lauryn Wilson
Lola Ellestad - Alumni Scholarship - Lezzeth Lopez-Martinez
Alumni Scholarship - Emmett Mihelich
Alumni Scholarship - Jacob Jepperson
Alumni Scholarship - Gally Celeya-Martinez
Alumni Scholarship - Keara Fellers
Alumni Scholarship - Kiah Trammell
Alumni Scholarship - Abby Virata
Alumni Scholarship - Emma Sullivan
Alumni Scholarship - Alexa Thorndike
Alumni Scholarship - Estefania Diaz-Villegas
Alumni Scholarship - Peter Pusateri
Alumni Scholarship - Moises Santiago
Alumni Scholarship - Grace Donelon
Alumni Scholarship - Isabella Lopez
Alumni Scholarship - Taylor Burke
Alumni Scholarship - Grayson Mast
Mollie Young Scholarship - Hayden Birkle
Mollie Young Scholarship - Cora Pierce

Mollie Young Scholarship - Rebecca Geary
Heather Schols Scholarship - Caitlin Broadgate Thomas (BEHS)
Heather Schols Scholarship - Natally Celaya-Martinez
Heather Schols Scholarship - Gally Celaya-Martinez
Harrison Family FFA/CTE Scholarship - Grayson Mast
Lewis & Millie Gruver Scholarship -Nicole Hulst
Lewis & Millie Gruver Scholarship - Tyson Brown
Class of 1971 Scholarship (Academic) - Jacob Jepperson
Class of 1971 Scholarship (Academic) - Sabrina Smith
Class of 1971 Scholarship (Vocational) - Emily Chevez
Class of 1971 Scholarship (Vocational) - Alexa Thorndike
Mihelich Family Scholarship - Abby Virata
Mihelich Family Scholarship - Benjamin Hedberg
Mihelich Family Scholarship - Isabella Lopez
Jennifer Francis-Schmidt Memorial Scholarship - Abby Virata
Jennifer Francis-Schmidt Memorial Scholarship - Grayson Mast
Jennifer Francis-Schmidt Memorial Scholarship - Emmett Mihelich

Click Here to Make a Scholarship Donation Today!

CUB CORNER

Alumni Update - Lola Ellestad Scholarship Recipient
In 2021, Amelia Vaith was the first-ever recipient of the Lola Ellestad Alumni Scholarship Award.

Here is a quick update on what Amelia has been up to since graduating from SWHS. Also, pictured
above are a few photos, one is of an Embry Riddle Cessna and the other pictures are of her by the
plane she flew to achieve her high performance rating.
"Since graduating, Amelia has achieved her Private Pilots License, her high performance rating, as
well as, her instrument rating. She is also working on her bachelor's degree in aeronautical science
and has a full load of classes on top of flying around 12 hours per week. Some of her flying hours
are in a simulator while others are in the cessna's that Embry Riddle has for the students to fly.
Amelia is on the university flight team and has been offered a job working for the Dean of the
Aeronautical Science department. Both are an honor as not many students make the flight team as
freshmen and no other freshman or woman has been offered a position like this for the Dean ever
in the past. She has also joined the 99's, an all women's flight organization, and the Women in
Aviation club and really enjoys her time with the other women pursuing a career as a pilot."
Thank you for the update Amelia! We continue to wish you nothing but success on your journey to
becoming a commercial pilot. The sky's the limit!

2022 Sedro-Woolley Employee Giving Campaign
We are excited to share that the 2022 Employee Giving Campaign helped to raise $3680 in support
of the Classroom Grant Program! A big thank you to everyone in the Sedro-Woolley School District
that contributed!

Pride Plaza All Cleaned Up - Thank you SW Rotary and SW Fire Department!
A HUGE thank you to the Sedro-Woolley Rotary Club for helping us to clean up Pride Plaza just in
time for graduation. Thank you to Eric Andrew Johnson, Tim Howland, Steve Lidgard and Brock
Stiles. Also, a big thank you to Gerald Chandler from the Sedro-Woolley Fire Department. The Plaza
looks beautiful!
If you are interested in purchasing a brick at Pride Plaza, a link to the purchase order form is linked
below.
Click here for: Pride Plaza Order Form
Please call 360-855-3502 with any questions about the paver project or about the Foundation in
general.

The Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation is a non-profit 503(c)(3) that raises, manages and
distributes funds in support of student education in the Sedro-Woolley School District.
The Foundation has a robust scholarship program and currently provides approximately $40,000 in
scholarships to graduating seniors. The Foundation also has a twice-yearly classroom grant
program that provides funding for innovative classroom materials and programs.
If you would like to help support the Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation, a list of different
ways that you can help is included below.
1) Visit https://swhsaa.com/cubsgive/ to make an online donation.
-You can set-up reoccurring donations, along with designate your donation to a specific area:
scholarships/classroom grants/greatest need.
2) Venmo @swschoolsfoundation
-Search for @swschoolsfoundation or scan the QR code (pictured below) to send payment.
3) Mail check to Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools Foundation at P.O Box 509, Sedro-Woolley, WA
98284
4) Make online purchases through Amazon Smile and select the Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools
Foundation as your designated charity recipient.
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible smile.amazon.com purchases to the charities
selected by customers.
We invite you to join the Foundation in a partnership with the community to make a difference for
our children!

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
Upcoming Board Meetings
September 16th, 2022 --SWASF Board Meeting
November 18th, 2022 --SWASF Board Meeting
The 24-member volunteer board meets on the third Friday of odd-numbered months at the SedroWoolley School District administrative offices on Trail Road at 11:00 a.m.
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